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Butts, E. L. "Keypoint of the Marne and Its
Defense by the 30th Infantry."
Menasha, Wis,.,, George Banta Publish-

ing Coumpany, 1220,

Only fair as a source, While facts, pre-
sented as such, are dependable, the book
wae admittedly written to answer imputations
as to the conduct of the author's regiment
at the Marne. In consequence the volume

is filled with hearsay, recollectiong and
testimoniale which meke it a treacherous
source for the student of military history.

Diokmans J, T, 4 "The Great Crusade; a Narrative of
J b

the World War."  New York,

D. Appleton & Company, 1¢z7.

Very good source; accurate and free of
contentions and claims; a regular arny
officerte analysig of the battle efficiency
of his unit,.

Hemenway, F. V. "History of the Third Division,
United States Army, in the World War,
for the Period, December 1, 1917 %o
January 1, 1918.,"
Cologne, M. Dumont Schauberg, 1919,

; Good; accurate as to facts but written

T Ty v g %%HIM Wr to.pkesent thes
‘ acte 1n theil Dest Light. Stiganryym e e

A
defensive in character; couwpiled for sale
to troops.

{
|
|

Howlend, C. R. "Military Hietory of the World War,
Volume I." Fort, Leavenworth, Kan.,
| General Service 8Schools Press, 1823,

Very good.

Lovejoy, C. E. Tt story ol the- 8tk - Infentry !
Coblenz, Germany, 1919, ;

An exgellent source; written by a regular
army officer who ieg at the ssme time a
: tralned and talented writer, Facts have
‘ been carefully checked, blandishmente and 1
Fsm e e e e e e e RAWEARE m0deaty. omitted, Tesultbing 1o &, . L
: conservative and accurate record. ;
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Mondesir, L. de "American &84 Divieion in the Second
Battle of the larne."
Information File.

I get the impressicn that the author is
\ not sincere; throughout the tale he wavers
between condescengion and exaggeration.

L e e e Jar Specisl Report, 28th Infantry, 3d
Divigion, July 1l8-27.
Information File

The daily and periodic reports of coumpany,
battalion and regimental commanders, Very
good sources, Taken collectively, an
excellent source.

- = - Third Division geets ghock South of
Marne. Stare and Stripes, January
17, 1919, Pages 1 and 8.

Interesting reading but evasively written
as to facte. The apparent desire of the
author wag to produce a blood-curdling

romance. |
e  Field Orders and Instructions, Third !

. Divieion, July 1 to August 5, 1918, §

~~~~~ e ey - Bedond Battle of the Marne.“WHm i
_ Information file., [l
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“gXeellent source; |

, i {
 Wooldridgs, J. W. . WThe Glante of the Marne; a story

e ohialaai i N 1 of lic Alexander and his regiment. poal
ff{g ; _1j'f'r"i :, ‘ \ Va ueless* a veiled attempt to advertige . il

L e L LS TR author's war record and to curry favor
i S R R o wltb 8 diatinguished American general

!




SR VAL AW 0 PO Y ot ey A 40 S0, g eommaeme oy m v T < R . B L T T

MARGINAL ABEREVIATIONS USED

’ Dickuan "The Great Crusade; a narrative of the
World War."
/ Eowland "yilitary History of the World War,!
Volume I.
/ 8tory of 28th ; WStory of the 38th Infantry" by Lovejoy.
Lovejoy Recollectioneg of iajor C. E. Lovejoy, then

let Lieutenant, second-in-command of
Company K; specially written and contri-
buted to the author for this monograph.

8pecial Report "gpecial Report, 38th Infantry, July 15-37."
(The name enclosed in parenthesis pertains
to the officer to whose report for the day
or period reference is made.)

l F.0. No 9 | ~ “pield Orders and Instructions, Third
{ : Division, July 1 to August &, 1818,
1 ' Second Battle of the Marne."

' Tables Tables of Organization, Infantry Divieion,
\ ‘ G, B Q., A, B. F,, General 8taff, let ‘
Section, August 1, 1918, ;

Letter, General : Letter of introduction to "The Keypoint
ATV L e T O lof,thewmarne4ﬂ.by e U BUTEEL
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this difference has a bearing on the subsequent
operations of the American troops south. of the Marne,
it ie briefly discussed.

Marshal von Hindenburg realized the defeat
of his forces east of Rheims by the night of July
15~-18y and stopped that offensive about noon on the
leth., However, he continued his pressure with the
ten divisions of the Seventh (German) Army south
of the lMarne in an effort to cut communications
between Rheims and Epernay with the eventual mission
of capturing Rheims. This effort continued through-
out the 16th and 17th, losing much of its momentum
ag a result of counterattacks by the Americans and
French late in the afternoon of the 17th but con-

tinuing with decreased violence throughout the 18th.

(1) Howland, (1) On the 19thy infantry combat ceased but heavy
Volo I ) ¢
PP 3011202 concentrations of shell and gas were delivered on

Americans and Allies confronting the Seventh Army,.
WA YN il ede e e s TR AN, S el B e o N (S e R SRR S T o
| | -ghelling was absorbed by the 8th Brigade (20th and
(2) Letter, General 328th U. S. Infantry). (3) '
" Liggett
S | When the German assault wae launched at
3 dawn on July 15, the 3d Battalion, 38th Infantry,
wae in regimental reserve but by 7:00 AM the same
morning it had been committed to action, covering
the exposed righf flank of the regiment.
The extent to which this battalion wae in-
volved in the fighting of the next six days is
"iﬁ&ioéféd”in”thé“fépGrt of  tie comnander- of that- -

wit, submitted on July 31£"
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This monograph concerns itself with the
participation of one platoon in pursuit of the
retreating German forces during four days in the
early stages of the Aisne-larne offensive. The
narrative expands to include the company, battalion
and regiment in so far as the actions of these
higher units influenced the conduct of operations
of the platoon, or in so far as battle situations
of thie period brought the platoon commander into
direct contact with these higher units,

The pursuit, as conducted, is generally
conceded to have been satisfactory and successful.
However, contrasting this pursuit with the brilliant
defense conducted during the preceding week by these
units, the military student is forced to the opinion
that better results in the pursuit would have been

”q‘p;t’a“}}}ﬁg ,,ifm-%%;; % vamcle S l gt smd R e rlg'i mzl}-zgaj? o axw;%% oy
execution, had been more wigely handled. To that
aspect of the action thie paper ig particularly

devoted.

— S—— 4”
s During the period, July 15 to 19 1918 all

elements of the 38th Infantry had been closely engaged
with the Sth and 6th German Guard Regiments in one
phage of the'Marne—Ohampagne defengive, In this
action the American regiment had been successful
againet twice its number of the enenmy.

_Champagne operation differed in the Rheime-Chateau

\7Hse$tor from that east of Rheima* and, since

A A AR S PED

. The German conduct of battle in the Marne-,w_muf_.



"The misesion of the battalion was to hold

o

Lhe\woods line 8nd to prevent infiltration of
German patrols and individuals. This mission
requirdd every man in the battalion on the line."
XX X X XX X X XX XXX
"attention ie respectfully called to the

fact that this battalion had been constantly
engaged with the enemy for seven days dnd on
four of theege days we were opposed to him not

(3) special only in front but on both flanks." (3)

v Report
(Lough) In computing the physical endurance of a
human being, it is worth while to bear in mind the
phyeical and mental ordeal to which the men of the
38th Infantry had been subject during the seven dayse

‘ ' immediately preceding their crossing of the liarne

and their pursuit northward of the retreating German

o coluwins, :
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The organization of the Tifle DPLATOOL OF o o e¥

r 1918 differs so much from our present organization
that a consideration of the combat experience of a
World War platoon recommends a review of thie

gubject.

In 1918 the rifle platoon was organized as

(4) Tables, followe: (4)
? Rifle
5 Company , "Platoon Headguarters
| l‘Lieutenant,»Platoon Commander. 9

1 8ergeant (Pistol) Assistant Platoon Comuander.

4 Privates (Rifle) Runnere.

PRSI Ao e
-




bt RITELETRR Y 2 PRLEE St Tt

R R T L RO

) F’i‘f&’t’"sgﬁ‘hmﬂ o
# (Hand/ BO.’Eb‘EI‘SJﬂ" P T

2 Qorporals

10 Privates and Privates, First Clacs

Organized into three bomber squads each consleting
oL

1 Leader (Rifle)

1 Thrower (Rifle)

1l Qarrier (Rifle and Pistol)

1 Scout (Pistol and Rifle)

gecond Section -
(R1fle Grenadiers)

5 Corporals (Pistol and Rifle) -

7 Privates and Privates, Piret Olass (Rifle)
Organized into three rifle grenadier squads, each
coﬁsisting of:
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Crganized into four automatic rifle t ams, each

...... E A RICE R, M e P s ann s AV e ateeer e,y

consistinﬂ of 1 cunner and B carrler. one corporal

) ; oo m
o, LIRS - SRy | Y e et gl - I SRS x 5’: W0

for each two guns.

., @
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NOTE: 2 automatic rifles per platoon (8 per
coumpany) ordinarily held as a company
reserve, in which case corresponding auto-

matic rifle teaums are used as riflemen."

It can be seen at a glance that this organi-
zation was created to serve the needs and develop
| the techniciane of a highly specialized poesition
warfare.

For attack the platoon was organized into

two waves, the assault wave consisting of the rifle

L S S

and hand bomber sections while the rifle grenade

and automatic rifle sections, representing the i

princ:pal fire power“of the unit, marched in the ... 1

rear wave, The obvious disadvantages of this

(il organization, particularly in open warfare wiil be i)
s YA mm*ﬂm .'r‘? “ ,w.::mmmm‘ o A e S AT Y BT CT RSt s, m‘:z;»_gﬁw
R i demonstrated and diaouased later. 7 :
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THE ADVANCE TO THZ MARNE A
(July &0) » i ;
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oqcupled a defenaive poaition aiong the true orest
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The day wase clear and sunny. No 1nfantry
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fire was directed a"alnst the platoon and for +be
firet time in nearly a week no small arms firlng
could be‘heard. Intermittent shelling of the defen-
elve ;réa and the ground to the easf furnished the
only proof of the enemy's presence., Nevertheless,
it was evident that the platoon was uneasy. The
sudden lapse of action brought to the minds of the
men the death-like stillness that pervaded the
gurmelin Valley during the 14th of July. The falling
of hostile artillery shells into the timber east of
the platoon's shallow trenches, where the Germans
had last been seen, particularly disturbed the men,
éeveral of them asked the platoon commender to
explain this strange occurrence but, since he was
ignorant of th fact that the Germans had withdrawn

and laoked the tactlcal oapacity of making that

! it , deduction, his‘explanations were naturally evasive

S N LA ., LERILMY TSN, Al yees RTINS Y VYR 5 tom
it ey ‘..._...: -th AN, A LT P ROV s K e 4 Ve sen RN AMWAY SOV

 and unconvincing. The men moved about ¥eetieeely,

organized among themselves observation to the flanke
i orlnls s and zear and digoussed in low, excited tones tne

partent of this new developuent. Perhaps, aleo,

Rtsrh, a7 oo b0 ATVNGILY

MR

et

they were able to detect a tinge of concern in cﬁé

;;f Qﬂ;3;;': ' platoon commander. At all eventa a period of seven

s Mo _)1‘.,,? e E
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be conserved by keeping the command down to include
the équad fully apprised of the situation. This’
pertains particularly to conditions to the front‘
and most particularly to any hostile change of action
which causes a sudden stillness on the battlefield,
Thirty-six hours earlier the German withdrawal to
the north bank of the Marne had begun and had been
detected by our higher commanders almost at once.
(6) Howland, (6)

yod i,

Be0d At 10:80 A, the platoon commander was
summoned to the company C. P., informed that the
Germans were withdrawing and that in thirty minutes
the 3d Battalion was to atteck northward to the ﬁarne
throughvthe Bois de Conde. Company K, in reserve,
had the special miseion of closing the gap between
the right assault company and the French on -the right

~¢w~~f”*“;*”“f”"”;””f“' ase the advanoe proceeded., The lst Platoon wae desig-

......

s e e o EESHTH YEREES VO DERY TR TRy afs:ww
' unit, cloaing the first gap which apoeared, ;The 4th

Platban, Oompany K,'was directed to march in rear. j

'of the lst Platoon, olosing any gaps which, might '§
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The platoon was forumed if coluwan of twos,

-

close order formation, for the 500-yard move to the
initial point. In the close order formation the men
were organized according to height into squads of
seven men and a corporal and it was this organization
thﬂt the platoon used for road marches, ceremonies
and administration. As far as posesible it followed
the tactical organization of the platoon, though
officlally and practically they were two distinct
formations.

It was not until the platoon arrived in rear
of Company M that the platoon commander realized that
his unit was about to participate in ite first offen-

give action, and that the platoon must be organized

. to fight at a moment's notice without the time:for

careful assignment of squads and 1nd1vijuals pPer-
mitted in the defense In the training area several

monthe earlier this offensive formation (described
Yo, RRCR T OHANIRY s TEAYIYI AP EAMWENBRARIE ") 4, e alay, AT

e

,hin the intnoﬂuoficn) had been carefully practlced

- men on diapositions for the attack. It was fortunate

L et

But on this occasion the proper command to bring the
rifle and hand grenade sections 'into the leading
wave, and the automatic rifle and rifle grenadier
sections iqto the rear wave, precipitated great con-

fusion. 1Ia the next five minutes, during which period

“the company comnander exercised extraordi na“y ani

unaccustomed forevearance, the platoon leader was

able to bring order and to refffsh the minds of his

thiﬁ ﬁﬁe ﬁlabeﬂ Wa§ ot under rire an&'ﬁhaf Lo

"‘ffaeﬁembly ar634Wae in the heart of a dense forest.

e
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Thie éxperience gave the nlétoon comnander
his first suspicien that the organization laid down
for the rifle platoon was defentive. It created
shifts in.the responsibllities and pefsonnel of the
noncommissioned officers on the eve of combat and
provided a ridiculous dispoeition of armament. It
ie true that the absence of the automatic rifles
l : from the leading wave was corrected upon contact

with the first resistance or at any earlier time

when 1t wae decided to form coumbat groups, but the
formation of these groups even further cowplicated

the authority of noncommissioned officers and

hindered control.

T wo principles, it is helieved, are demon-
stratedﬁ,

&. 'That the platoon should have one organi-
zation suitable for all situations even though not

PSR i e Uy (e forgall.w This requifemen% haevbeen eatiefled

(TATIEIRN - ORI - ey B m»ammu bl s IR Bl AL e i o v-ﬁw&%&h})}}"'nmw

]

1

in the present rifle squad in which are represented |

A

all the arme of the platoon.

L e . ' 9, In training officere and men, particu»

larly during an emergency, no emphagis should be

‘fff9 * ‘lf“ * f plaoed on either offensive or defensive warfare,

other han to inculcate the offenszve spirit, and

‘wnﬁ

-ahaxp line-should be drawn between offensive wnd
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A few minutes aft

a proper assault formatior

the attack.

The Bois de Conde
carpeted with a thick, le
average height of six fee
knit as to impede progres
thelegs prevented visibil
more than ten feet.

A magretic azimut
attack
leaders fo disregard it.
nander, the captain said:

"March close enou

at all times., GO where i

_compaes.

AW MRy

When the advance.

was in two waves, each wave in line of sguad coluuns,

But after five minutes, i
closed in and others stra

deployed. at. five paces. ..

and defencive

L AT

comhat intd

iciently streseged in
rld War and it
t our training regulations
glve a proper

le.

er the platoon had suned

n, Company M moved off for
was heavily wooded and was
afy underbrush reaching an
t. Though not so closely
8, the underbrush never-
ity in any direction for

L had been given for the

RANY. SOM0a0 Gemedmmnitil, [ e platoon

K el AN |

understanding
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To the lst Platoon com-

gh to Company M to see it

t goes. Never mind your

n which some of the squads
yed off, both wavee were

The leader of the rear

e o

section was ordered to send forward five men, march-

ing in column of files at

five paces, to maintain

o
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the location of its infantry in the Bois de Conde,
assuming, of course, that the artillery knew of the
advance, Regulatione should forbid artillery to
support advencing infantry unlegs in direct COMmUu-

nication with the battalion it is supporting.

- e

At At 9:20 (AlM) that evening, Coumpany K moved

-

in column of twoes down-the ravine :g;gg of Moulins
Ruine to Mouline. The let and 24 Platoons were

| designated to occupy positions along the railroad
; between the railroad junction, east of Mezy, and

the Surmelin River, the lst Platoon on the right.

o - ONE DAY AT MOULINS
| | (July 20-21)
By evening of the 20th it was generally

agreed among the company officers of the battalion

that the Gerumans were beating a haaty retreat and

e, u&»\fmnmlﬂfn

4 iy g nrth
m.‘ A ««mtmmmmm'nm # s WM#@%WV&MMM i W m?m ' i e

' - trouble, It must have been in recognition of this
pOpular Judgmqpt that the lst Platoon leader marohed

”ﬁu‘; ‘f ' ,‘jhia command without security detaohments along: the

’3\_Mbulinapvarennes Road and thence along the unimproved
uf'raad to the railroad., Finding 1o other meane or

}eéohJ

g the weat bank‘of the 8urmelin, the lieu~
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contact with the leading section. The vlatoon
commander, using his platoon sergeant and four
runners, formed a similar link between Company U
and the leading section of his platoon.

The advance continued through the woods for
two thousand yarde to the objective and threé hundred
yards beyond to the edge of the clearing on the
military crest of Hill 231, overlooking the llarne
Va%ley from Varennes to Mezy. No German infantry
wae encountered though the troops were under constant
large and small calibre hostile artillery fire, and
during the last five hgndred yards they come under
a heavy shelling from friendly 75-mm guns, |

l ThouWh the aseault formation employed was
too compact, it succeeded with very few casualties

i ' in preserving contaot and 1n fulfillinw uompany K's

L) miseion of closing gape promptly as they oocurred.
ﬁvt,vh..o e »MM)!WM,\ i R Sob g i A ANY AR AT I e R LV
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other methods of combat in woods, employed in a later
‘phase.
A the battalion approacned the edge of the

ﬂ Q9ff*€7 clearingfnarth of Mbulins Ruine, a heavw barrage
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The first hot meal in a week came forward
Just after daylight and though the quantity of food
received should have fed three timee the number, no
one was satisfied with his share,

Along with the meal camé orders to bury the
dead in the platoon area and it was in complying
with this order that a state of war was resumed.
The firet man to expose himself above the railroad
embankment drew a withering burst of fire from
machiné gune and rifles on the north bank of the
river. The listening posts, withdraWing Jjust before
dawn, had reached the railrosd without being fired .
upon, i

A little later in the morning‘instructions
were recelved 'to prepare for an inspection of per-

‘sonnel, lien were to sha&e, wash, brush their shoes

A e T A T R ik

and ragged'clothes, and clean their rifles and side

arue. ‘I‘he order 1':@(1 IQQJLE;QWMWWMWMMWW*‘”

mmnwmmwa...,wm,mw. W """““““‘&}w ‘,
_significance. "The regiment is going to be relieved."

It spread through the platoon and regiment like a

\oonflagration (9) and so far as is known no one

St

‘\,attempted to stop the rumor or correot the misappre-f
““henaion. The wen agreed ‘that the 38th Infantry hed
'ba' n ‘afa the f”o"

pr one'month and twanty daya




Late in the afternoon the regiméntal coum-
mander visited the platoon and commented on the
excellent appearance and apparent high state of-

morale of the men.

"Are they ready for battle?" he asked the

platoon commander, ,

"Yes, sir," was the reply, "but they expect

t0 be relieved."

"Do they want to be relieved?" the colonel
inguired.
"Yes, sir,"
"Do you think they should be relieved?"
"Yes, sir,! l
"We shall see," the colonel added, as he
walked off.,
Of course, the 38th Infantry was not going
TR e be Telteved and wel not relleved.  However, at
ey i this time the company officers of the regiment had
e 0 U " M SO T 7 ST T AT 1 RIS MO S mm'w
, most‘oflthem‘surmised that the rumor wae false, they
." .weré 1oa$he to guash on conjecture the jubilation
whioh the rumor ingpired, It is believed that one
elemgnt in the preaervation of morale is the de‘

teotion of falae rumors and the offioial denial of
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~thoe‘ wh"oh'deprese the oommand or. exoite the men
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THZ PONTOON ERTDGE AT MEZY

(July 1)
All day long lezy had teemed with activity.
Five-ton trucks, loaded with timbers and boats, had
been rolling along the road from Crezancy into lMezy
gince early morning. Details of men could be seen
at work on the south bank of the river and there.
was considerable small arms firing on both sides of
the streﬁm. Obviouely, a bridge wae to be bmilt.
Late in the afternoon accurate information
was brought to the platoon C. P. that Company F,
6th Engineers, was then building the bridge and had
beern doing 80 all day. One engineer platoon at a
time advanced to the edge of the water and worked | l
in broad daylight under direct fire of enemy machine |
. ‘ guns at g;g;Frange, Here the men laced the pontoons |
it oo and timbers together until eXH§§9tion.andwcaéﬁalﬁiéS"' |

,neoessitated their relief by another platoon. |
e At “W‘Mﬁm GV I (T R wwm .

y

parallels 1n military history. Company I, 38th

Infantry, with one platoon, Regimental Machine Gun

)

(10) gpecial i Oompany, attaohed (10) covered the working partiee
SoRBRaRY.
(Ig. wg“;»,-_“_QIAengineerawfzem the south bank, ‘but %here Wwas no. -

bnidgeheaa not7 ven one squad, north of the river,
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A great deal of the material that went into
the hundred yards of pontoon bridge at lezy had been
left by the Germans on both banks of the river. It
was natural then that the engineers should dedicate
the foot bridge, when it had been completed later

»  that night, by erecting a eign at the south approach,

bearing in bold letters the words: "ilade in Germany."

(11) story of (11)
the 28th,
p 98 »
: MEZY

Shortly after dark on the 2lst came the
orders for the crossing of the Marne. The &d
Battalion, %8th Infantry, was to be the firet unit

to crose and wae directed to assemble in Mezy by

(13) special . midnkght, (18) .
Report ]
(Lough) At nine o'clock, in accordance with orders

A o NS T 5 W o

the lst and “d Platoons (og_the_river) moved out .

' along the railroad track for Mezy. At about the
o ,.mmm mwmmA ). *mmmvm&wwm 4 S N A M SRR SN D, VIV PR TR N I | A
same time the German batteries opened a bombardment

. é_, e

G ; ‘ 4o£5Mazy and‘the‘approaohes to it which continued‘
i .». :f' 1 i without abate@ént tﬁroughout‘the night; Having
o A  }amr1ved 1n Moqy, the men lay down in the gutters
'}along the streeta or huddled behind Walls or in the

oellare of demolished buildings._ The town was
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The bridge had not been completed by mid-

e wo.....Dight, necessitating a two-hour postvonement of the
croseing. Meanwhile, the shelling COAtlnueh‘"Jlllm
ing the cavernous ruine of the town with the shrieks
of shelle and the thunder of falling walle. One
building, in which the Zd Platoon was csheltered,
collapsed, killing nine men., The roof of another
caved in, pinning the comuander of the 2d Platoon
under a roof beam and killing or wounding a nuuber
of his men. The church caught fire shortly after
midnight, followed in turn by three or four other
buildings, By two o'clock the flames soared high
above the town, illuminating in livid glow the
streete, the fields beyond and the busy scene at the
river, The explosione of large calibre mortar shells
made, themselves heard above the smaller projectiles

and above the clatter of the machine gune along the

(13) 8tory of river, (13) It was a terrifying experience which
the 38th, A A
R T R R RO - o m%RMSQU1d survive without mental, if not physical,

WA AIUND G, AIADI AN 4 A
damage. N NG i

The officers circulated among their men
watching and encouraging them. It became guite
apparent as the night progreessed that the men felt
that they were being tortured without good cause.

~ Certainly their irritation was as great as their |
fear. If the bridge could not be finished by mid-
night, why had they been brought here? Or, having
arrived and finding the bridge only haif finished,

'-Qn;@wm&_ »u, ;wJ¢;Mq;‘Why had they been required to remain in this blazing 3
finferno? Theae are samples of fﬁé”questions they” “‘"“?

|
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asked. Howéver despite their feelinge, theére is
no record that a eingle man in the battalion left
Mezy that night.
This experience indicates a characteristic
of the American eoldier which is characteristic of
America. He thinks for himself. He analyzes each
situation in life in which he findes himself and he
does it with remsrkable accuracy. Perhaps in no
army in the world are errors in l®adership so quickly
detected in the rankes, and conseguently so costly,
a8 in the United States Aray. ,
The error at Mezy obviously consisted in
attempting to bridge the river without a bridgehead.
The fact that patrols moved back and forth acroas
the Marne during the day is virtual proof that a é
~ bridgehead could have been establiehed,
wwwww»wwww~?»“““'FurtHEfmofe;”nb'trOOpSHSEOuld”héve béehw
I e Sl g
L e T the bridge was to have been finished. _ ?
j il Or, heving made the error of assembling the
I i A battaiion too soon, & member of the divieion staff,
i*‘;."-"-("m')‘ jr.,o;.}j._.é,b_ ~ which prescnibed the hour of the assembly (14),
i - AMM&MH—MWM ﬁvmﬁ—m ’cattaﬁ*on~--——

\

e

commanier to withdraw hie trOOps wuntil the bridge
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The plan for the attack ie

a. Company I wae to cross the river first,
followed by Company K.
b, The mieslon of Company K wae to capture
and clear Charteves, to assist in the capture of
Hill 210 and thereafter to advance through the
sou thern part of Foret de Fere in the direction of
le Charmel. Direction of attack: 20° Magnetic
Azimuth.
¢c. The operation of Company K from the
north end of the pontoon¢~through Charteves and 10
the crest of Hill 210 was to be an independent aétion.
After clearing the bridge on the north bank
/ of the Marne the platoon commanders were ordered to
form line of squad columne in two waves, the lst
and 4th Platoons in the leadin%lwav'e (the 18t Flatoon
i on the right) and the =d anc?é’;l Platoons in the rear
A Wbk : e ‘
e, o theE forme L e oy WU T T TR LT e o
combing the town from south to norfh. Then the
company would execute a column righteand without
changing formation proceed to the base of Hill 210,
assisting the other three companies of the battalion
 in the capture of that hill by reducing pressure on . .-
the left flank.
After the hill was taken the battalion was

ordered to assemble and reorganize in the south-

’ western edge of the Foret dé Fere. From there the i
attack was torcontinue‘ to le Charmel by the whole = g

R e e Al B 36 o~ kP25 .
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(14) story of

the 28th,

p 98

(15) Special

W

Report

(Lough)
(18) Special

Report
(Moss)

-
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battalion, with disposition of companies in the

i

A e s

form of a “lozengé orwtwnorndyCoupany~I in the lead,
Company K on the left and Company M on the right,
Company L wag ordered to follow Company I in reserve,
The plan of maneuver provided for flanking action
by Company i if the resistance was on the right
flank and a similar function for Company X if resist-
ance was on the left. (14) (15) (18)

No boundaries were announced between bat-
talions; no intermediate objectives were given.

There were no special instructions about

contact to the flanks.

For the purpose of indicating the decisiomns

and plang of higher commanders and to verify the

exactnese with which their intentione were transmitted

o
to the smaller units, extracts of essential datg from

division and regimentzl ordere are given:

e wema

" Qur migeion is t0 galn and malntain contact
with the enemy, inflict loseses on his troops
and to force him to continue to retire."

e T A B NC A A Vb e S

"The artillery will maintain its present

poeitions and be prepared to fire on the south-

ern edges of théwkoods in the 1ine of advance
and support the advance of the infantry."

"The 7th Infantry‘will aeeemble on Fossoy and
the 28th Infantry on Orezanoy preparatory to

v

f‘bnossing the river at or near Mezy "

j
{
¥
{
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"After crossing the river these two regi-

Ly IR o

mente will advance on le Charmel,‘tﬂé“ﬁdﬁﬁﬂary““*w

between regiments being the road: Psoutier-

210 les
Point 24eo-+e Franguets Farm-le Charmel (to the

(17) Field left regiment." (17)
Qrders
No © After the war Weneral Dickman expanded on

the method of advance for that day:
"The commandere were instructed therefore
to operate largely in the woods in order to get

rid of flanking fire from the edge of woods

! ? Maneuvering in woods requires special practice-
‘ and heretofore we had had very little experience
(18) Dickman, in thet kind of work." (18)
p 119

38th Infantry:
/%,55/?”}, "To push forward within the regimental sector

from Charteves in a northeasterly direction

towards le Oharmel, keeping in contact with-the

enem}’. s % 4

Qgﬁ 7,"1

a n,.nnr mm&w-huwuw eRey

A "‘"‘" ’Y W"' v e wmwmvw — ‘f-' ‘ B i ot ‘A"*on""‘the xmw;w'
front line, 3d Battalion on the left front line,

bt ey e
e et

ad Battalion in aupport (19)‘
At about 2320 AM, platoon oommanders returﬁed

ﬁo their units to await orderb for the crossing. It
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‘movement in and around Mezy and theyuwexemqﬁick”tawwuwwmv
increase their shelling of the 3d Battalion as it
left the edge of the town. Company I, which had
served valiantly throughout the day and night of the
2lst in neutralizing hostile emall arms fire, had
now been withdrawn, leaving the German macﬁine gunners

? on the north bank of the river free to operate where

E and as they pleased. Needless to say they made the

most of their opportunity.

E , | 8o many 77-mum shelle were striking the river

that the water had the appearance of :;;L;;%;

. '~ The battalion was formed in column of files

B : | and for some reason marched with a dirge-like cadence,

\ : : ‘ or so it seemed, During the actual crossing the

rate of advance seemed particularly slow with machine

gun bullets chopping the water underfoot and whiming
overhead, while fwenty or thirty feet away artillery

.g.a..u A S S BT SR

‘shells shot geysers high into the air, spewing water
5 ", g g onl " O Aed AW
m 0 mwww ! mw,;t “ yok 4 ‘“n A I’.'g \\ Nm’ﬂﬁ 3 "..’??“. wc"?’ m f{?ﬁ%“i‘a‘-“m- 4:'\’ A l"‘Av”;ﬁ%‘—- i‘:«-« ":ab-vd' it
" e s %&@%‘” RS e | i

It might well be stated here that not one

rainc

_ ‘253'1;: M:‘ it "'friendly shell aseisted the battalion in ite croseing
‘ff_ﬂ{' {w£ ’ f ly,r'y’nor was any artillery support furnished this battalion

‘“in any of Lte ather engagements oq this day. (20)
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directed at tl company but no change of formation

wee wade The town was_ suhered.witheut €44 fteulgy T
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and the company proceeded to its northern limits
with only occasional hostile shots or burste of fire.
Several sniperg and a machine gun crew were captured
during the march through the streets. After passing
out of the northern boundary of the village the

company changed direction to the northeasgt, facing

? o1 Eill 210, and halted just at dawn for a hasty
Special reorganization.' Fatrols were sent out by the company
Report to find the Pth Infantry which was scheduled to come

( FREE HOFF)
up on our left flank at that time, and this contact

was made,
A lesson in the operation of seizing towas
| A ,4 ig demongtrated by the capture of Chartevee Dby
| Company K. Nearl& an hour later when Cowmpany B ;

crossed the bridge and formed an advance guard,

}
preparatory to its advence on Jaulgonne along the 5

Oharteves-le Charmel Road, the company was taken by 4
R AV wmrww M“‘” B AL BTN N

R e A S Ok i el G

b I b e SR ‘E;ufpriss*”m Tet:‘é’ivﬁf%‘eawfy Tadhine gun and rifle

fire in the left flank of its formation from a town i
'which was reported to besin friendly hands. (21)

seizing a town coneists nf more than simply walking

flf"f, 1,$;* A through a few of ite streets from one boundary to

the ctheI‘. j

¥

4»15 the advance by company K on
riﬂle atring opanad

'abdut

Jand}
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deployed but the advance was not halted until the

company had reaohed tiie top olf~the long, »recipltous
approach to the woods on Hill 21C. At some points .
the grade of this incline waes as much as 40 degrees,

One hostile machine gun was rushed and captured as

€3]

the leading wave approached the edge of the woods
and a dozen prisonere were taken.
Contact wae goon gained with the remainder

of the battalion in the edge of the Foret de Fere

M

(at about 4:20 AM) and the company was directed to
halt.

Reconnaissance patrols were gent out to
Jocate the 7th Infantry on the left but they did not

\

return. (They were captured or killed.) The same
esults attended the dispatch of patrols to the

Oharteves-Jaulgonne Road to gain contact with the

lst Battalion. After an hour larger patrols were

assigned the mission of gaining this contact with

ke v}q‘v IR TT S Ty P mwmw‘*

B s G TS e Lo . Tight and leff.. e bt st LIS |
. ‘became involved with the German reayfguard and were

cut off from the battalion. Those few who were able

(23) Special

to avoid death or capture rejoined the battalidn on

the following day. (23)

Report
' (Lough) :
(24) Lovejoy; THE ADVANCE TO CROSS ROADS 224, (24)
.~ gpecial ; ;
Report At 74 Ali, three hours after the capture of
(Moes) .

Kill 21C, without contact on either flank, the bat-
balion moved off in the direction of le Charmel,

using the lozenge formation described earlier.

‘e-o 84"" i

S



a heavily woodsed.-area

g ke o eemm s i Sl pn e b de ¥
sxtending along the plateau (Hill 21C) from a point
juet northeast of Charteves to the outekirts of le
Charmel. The only clearing in this strip of forest

consiste of the cultivated fields around les Franguets

Farm. It was‘tmrough thesge wpods and along this

ridge that the &d Battalion operated on July 223.

Fér thirty minutes the advance continued in
accordance with the battalion plan. The Germans had
scattered machine guns through the woods at advan-
tageous points and, when the fire of these machine
gung opened on Coupany I, one flank company or the
other moved up and silenced the guns by enfilade fire,

The rearfguard action of the Germens embraced
three other principal agencies: a., The advancing
Anerican infantry was under the constant fire of light
artillery. b, Enemy planes flew just over the tree

A TR M

ARPERY e "‘“m"f}kwx.u&w R N b
o Aipers ., Conce aEe& in” the "tress, Rad been” sprlnkled

through the woode with instructions to permit as-

tops, firing machine guns and ngu;néﬁbomb“ o by oy B
W s )

saulting echelons to péss and then to fire into them
from the rear, or to fire at runneres, reserve units
and commend parties, This at all evente is what the

snipers did.

At auout 8:00 Ak the commander of the lst

'flatoon (Gompany K), the base unit of the company, é

observed that Odmpany I was cutting acrose the front f

‘,of his platoon. He reported this to the captain who é

i after personal reconnaiseance ordered a change of v é
direction to 20 magnetio azimath, the bearing on f§

‘1ghiah ccmpany 1 wae then marching.. %

i | sl
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During the next thirty minutes Geruan
resigtance tightened. Machine gun nests were en-
countered more freguently and considerably more fire
wég coming from snipers in the rear,

At 8:15 AM a corporal from the lst Platoon,
in charge of a connecting group between Coupanies
K and I, reported to his platoon leader that nearly
an hour earlier he had lost contact with Company I.
Then, in trying to locate Company I he had become
separated from his own company. The corporal stated
that he had been lost for three-quartere of an hour.
This was impoesible., He could not have been out of
contgct for more than fifteen uminutes. The platoon -

leader directed the corporal to repeat his report to

SRS————

the company commander. The captain decided to send

e

tlie corporal and hie contact party out again to the j

e o oo

east to look for company<g¢ and to oontinue the ad- . 2.

T B

vance on 30° magnetic azimuth.

«

i wmumm snasnt i < bobmirin = Thrber mmw ‘W&% JTHE "'f't‘v'en '
thirty minutea under a steadily increaaing resistance

'y QVD«

'~‘”  o ‘\ g wntil the assault platoons reached an unimproved rosd
v | 'about fifty yarda from the edge of a clearing Just

< 1,tb1 ”thrbﬁ@ﬁ the trees. This area is now

‘.'1:‘,knovm to ve juz'c east « of Groaa Roada 3?,4, sluost due

e et s i e e e . S A BNl T e o VN -t S 5 a4
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brief reconnaissance the cOMpany Commandér ordereq

one of his supporf platoone (the Bd) to a position

on the left fiank % the line while the 3d Flatoon

was held under cover in support.

SITUATION ON THE FLANKS

In order to give a thorough understanding
of the situation and to point out more clearly the
tactical lessone of this pursuit, the account of
Company K is suspended temporarily to insert briefly

what had occurred in the remainder of the regiment.

i
f
a
g

S

34 Battalion

The 34 Battalion, less Company K, proceeded
through the Foret de Fere; at abouf 810 AW it
reached the southern edge of the clearing about 600
i yards gouthwest of les Franquets Farm where 1t en-
v Xy countered determined resistance.. Frontal attack
supported by enveloping movements failed to dislodge

A A0 )
e SRS TE Y Rogyne Donugpist maiE .
orders coume from the regimental commander to hold

by

B R L A et LA DR XTI 5 :}. s
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at Franquete Farm until the 7th Infantry oame up on

1(25‘)‘ spébial LR left. t25)
Report ‘ ' |
(Lough) s M 10:00 Al the battelion commander had no g

oontaot on eithar flank and was temporarily out of

oontaot with ond er hia companies.
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(&) Special
Report
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Lough
(Keely
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the valleye of the Marne and Belle Aulne Rivers,

As it proweeded northward it wse unable t0 gain con-
tact with the 3d Battalion on ite left or the French
on its right. The advance guard and the main bdody
were under almost continuoue fire frowm the wooded
slopes of Hill 210 and from the French esector.
Nevertheless, by the use of strong flank guards they
were able to preserve a rather regular rate of advance,
At 10:00 All the point of the advance guard was aboat
midway between Jaulgonne and le Charmel, in the
vicinity of Argentol, and shortly after noon was able
to push its way into lé_Oharmel.

During the afternoon the regimental commander
ordered the lst Battalion, whose position had become
untenable, to withdraw to Jaulgonne. (28)

At 9:00 AM the pursuing troops were disposedx
as follows:

| 7th Infantry: just north of lont St, Pere,
na,ngggﬁf!ﬁﬁgﬁ@?g§u§§W@ﬁag%ﬁ&xz??mﬂzkzﬂﬁkag;wmﬁ1

34 Battalion, 36th Infantry, lees Cbumpany K:

along the edge of woode, SW of les Franauets
y“mo ; ) - q | i _
1t Battalion, Sath Infantry (1eu¢1ng element)

inm ﬁuw*vtvtﬁrf? of Argentol. , i




(28) special COMPANY K AT CROSS ROADS 224 (28)

Report e ; '
(Koss); At 9:00 AN COmpany K found itself in a

Lovejoy

deeperate situation. Despite the three platoons on
the line, the'germans had undisputed fire superiority.
Moreover, Company K had two exposed flanks, both of
which were being raked with flanking fire. 1In the
trees between the road and the edge of the clearing,
the Germans had posted riflemen with perfect con-
cealment from the road., Men of Coupany X, in‘OOumlete
defilade from the front, were struck in the head or
back with bullete from the trees, Either that, or
the ground beside them was plowed up with shots

g ‘ ‘ coming from overhead. Naturally these tactics played

| i havoc with the morale of Company K. The air seemed

| ¢clouded with splinters, sawdust and falling leaves,

? ' For nearly two hours this exchenge of fire

ccntinued and as time advanced it became increasingly

apparent that Company K was spproaching either anni-

1
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Meanwhlle, the aaptain ordered_patrols to the

southeast in an attempt o gain contact with the'
‘remainder of the battalion. Patrole were also dis-
Lo ___patched to both flanks to ascertain the exact location |
f f a;_-f 4,,,..' ‘f ~and e;;;;;;;;?\ﬁ?vnemﬁA-Emm_the._manwgiﬁgggggmw%Jr~
R R ;

patrols, who reQOnnoitered on th ir bellies along the
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At about eleven oteclock one of thesse-flank

patrole observed a hostile force of about flfty men %

o ERSTEUTRAAE”

mov1ng south through a dralnaae ditcn on the right

flank. Just a short time earlier word had been re-
ceived from the left flank that strong hostile patrols
were working thelr way southward through the woods
When the captain received ﬁhis information
he iseued orders to withdraw. Substeantially his
order was as follows:
"The company will withdraw,"
"We will retire from our present position by

platoons and assemble in the woods 850 yards

e
s S ,.._..._»——-v""/

; south of here.'
"food (in comfepd of the 4th Platoon), having
the most exposed position, will withdraw first. |
The &d Platoon will leave next, When these units |

have reached a concealed position in the wooda

'wt'WW““f“f‘“*“‘”””')‘”'””in Tear, the 1st Flatoon will follow,

it S i P SR FW:.:” ert k'*mmu R et IR A -.4 *;ﬂwﬁﬁmauunh S e »vm PNy ‘,\ b """1?::“2
\ . : ! Li ' i ‘ ‘:
It would be sbeer nonsense to contend that s

3
i
s
i
;
§
1
{

;;t“. ,,f »ﬁy‘  the oompany ccmmander did not realize the full

| aeriausness of the situation or that he was hot

”‘f?fearful”af the' ate of nis oompany and himself dduét‘ff
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A b a5 a1 et o ' Tne exver nCFq of the day ?oint.to certain
lessons: SR

a. Heavily wooded terraln is of great value
to any retreating force which understands how to use
it, The German reaq@uard demonstrated that.

b. Conversely, pursuit through woods is
exceedingly difficult and requires coordination in
some detail, particularly with war-time troops, if
it is to be successful.

¢. The great need of the 33d was contact
between unite, and division and regimental orders

. should have contained special mention of the neceseity
and responsibility for contact. Instead, the ewmphasis
in all orders throughout the chain of command centered
on contact with the enemy,which proved to be an
unnecessary concern and which in any case is subor-
dinate to liaison. In warfare in woods contact on

the flanke should take precedence over all else

i
d uamgﬂﬂmww

mission itself, because without contact no reqult

A5 S e over directio v owan“naniv'
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comnensurate with the effort can be expected. This,
in the opinion of the author, is go vital to .success
in woods fighting that it should be given prominent
mention in the order directing the engagement, with

e O Angtruc tiohs ae 1o method and ironcliad declarations

as to responsibility. This contention is illustrated
in the dilemma in which the 0. 0., 3d Battalion,
found himself after the capture of Hill 310. He

a&hﬁm@tad;fgnmmhnQemhgnrawxgggainmllaiaanand,wthgugnm“w“
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,‘he wasfunsuoo¢asfu1 and knew hie,situ@tion to be

treacherous, he nevertheless felt that hie migsion
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the acid test of leadership and won the spontaneous
support of lils lleutenants, and through them of his
whole coumpany, by issuing calmly and clearly a siuple,
workable order, No thouzht wae giwen by any sub-
ordinate as to why the company found iteelf in that

o
F

predicament, The need of the time was for a leader,

big enough to be normal under these abnormsl circum-
stances, and the ability of the captain to esee and
meet thie egimple requirement, difficult though it
must have been for him under the conditions, saved
the company and stamped him as a leader,

The company disengaged itself and withdrew
into the forest in good order and with relatively few
casualties, The 4th Platoon ceasged firing by squads
and retired to the rear in squad rushes. The &

Platoon followed the example of the 4th., The volume

4 Yo
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1st Platoon commander ordered his unit to the rear

in platoon rushes. This movement caused a wide
dispersion of the unit and some lack of oontrol‘which
were rectified before the platoon reached the company

rendezvous, &850 yards south of the road. The commander

_WQfﬂPh?”deélaxaqnjwinwsuppewt;~m Tunderstood the

captain's order, continuing an uninterrupted retreat

to the Marne. He rejoined the company om the follow-
A

ing day. With this exception tne retirement occurred

e

ﬂ,@J@”aoeo*dtng to olan, - Frammthe«rendezvaus-ﬁhe“company “’
‘made its way aouth 1n a widely extended formatlon

L ‘,a,;zd.;a,'ft'er a ‘m:qh of about one mile gained co‘nvt‘a,o’c‘ ‘
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obligated him to push on. And under the orders he
had, it was a very natural thing to do.

d. The assignment of sectors should have
been made to brigades instead of to regimente. This
wag one occasion wheh the very closest supervision
and coordination of units :ggenecessary to achieve
the full fruits of the pursuit. Toward this end the
fullest advantage Should4have been taken of the

_service and talents of the brigade cowmanders.

e. Intermediate objectives should have been
assigned. For instance, a glance at the map shows °
that les Franquets Farm, the one clearing in the
Foret de Fere, would develop as a point of stern

resistance, 8till no mention is made of it in either

S R A 5 T 5 5 B, L e e e

division or regimental orders. The division should
have directed the 7th Infantry to assist the 38th
i ”Infantry“in"the"captvre'of-leemFranquets,and the mq%

: | regimental order shou aWﬂmw'qaaiﬂﬁfTﬁ%””bc'Battgl ? o
wu.\%mwwmm sowe W'*"“"‘”“"”m“"ﬁw i ‘:‘.:':f:‘:”:..mw TR i 7 s st '

to asaist the %d Battalion at this point With help
'kfrom elther unit the 2d Battalion would have seized

0

S

“ lesaFranquets Farm,/could have kept abreast of the -
e I‘f_vlat Battalien and oould have protected the left
.”uwﬁij?ngfﬂffflank*gt thgt_gnit at 1e Gh&rmel
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f. The loss of contact between Company X
and the remainder of the battalion proves' just one
thing. In dense woods contaot'— physicel, visual
contact - takes precedence over dispersion of force,
depth of formation and direction. Company I was
responsible for direction. The other companies of

. the battalion should have linked themselves to
Company I at close range and should have gone where
Company I went, regardless of what that course was,
And, to.meke this course of action a dead certainty,
the battalion order should have read:
’ Direction: for Company I, 30° magnetio
azimuth; all other companies will conform to .
direction established by Company I.
It is true that the blame might be fixed on
the 1st Platoon leader who commanded the base unit,
: ~ However, in combat the platOOn»commander ie a bua&
(ﬁﬁﬂmﬁ“;ﬁ%xwm“nw”&Jﬂaammuﬁnkﬂhdw#ﬁ&qumﬂmumea@mmmhmhaaﬁwm wnmmwww$aammi

a unit he oannot aee, he muet delegaté that responsi-‘

‘55f,3‘N7-ﬁ bility £0 another. In woode it_is a far better seheme

: t’g p;oae ‘the:fqrma,t"iqn in and accept the disadvantages
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Vléﬁed at lelsUfg ifi"retruspees-it.-oan be
geen that an opportunity for brilliant achievement
| was presented to Coupany X at Crose Roads 224,
Had the company commender seized the offensive on
eontact, sending one or both of his support platoons
to envelop the hostile resistance, it is quite
possible that he would have driven off or captured
the defenders, Having done this, he could have
turned the company to a full flanking action against
les Franquets Farm, which unguestionably would have
ik dislodged the Germans in that position.
| Obviously, such an operation would have been
f‘ ‘ | risky - "free-lance'warfare - and the company cou-
5 mander cannot be criticized for deciding against it.
h. It is believed that the German rearguard.
ik | action wae well organized and conducted,
e | , g. So'far as armament is concerned, this opera-

tion demonetrates that infantry alone should not be

[IIOREIIUI, 10T TR o S OO B L ey,

,;_ WP G e ] : thrown“lntd bath%e;wnven 1nmnuxsuit, against“@~».-, R

e
b oAl g

 '?{  3ff.j1,‘  hostile force, well supported by artillery and air

i ,"'_'.,.js@rvioe. The time has come, 1t is believed, to add
it ‘ 7fth1B deduotion to the older, establiehed tactical
“”prinoipiea.,
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Throughout the afternoon the Germans con-
tinued to strengthen their resistance at les
Franquets, bringing up machine guns and light artil-
lery., One 77-mm gun was rolled into an open field
in plain view of the American position and fired
point-blank into the edge of the woods, occupied by
Company K. During the late morning and early after-
noon the Germans launched several counterattacks
which were repulsed. Firing from the German defenses
continued throughouﬁ the night and at least until
early afternoon of the next day when the 3d Battalion
was relieved by the 3d Battalion of the 30th Infantry.

(29) Special (29)
Report G iz o I i
(Mose) For the twenty-one survivors of the platoon,

which had numbered sixtyy only eight days earlier, ;
the Aisne-Marne offeneive was over.
The last twenty-four hours of this period
:«v;@m AR mwmw WVKWB@‘WM% MWM%@W@Y”
Fes battls. The troops of the 38th Infantry who crossed

mmmwm)»w

‘ff_[ g ;,@,";u‘ the Marne in the dim morning lignt of July. 22 ware

G bent on,the ffen‘ive and sure ofztneir abiliﬁy to
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CONCLUSION

General Dickman has stated that "it was
lmportant to attack‘the eneny 806 as to accelerate
his departure and to prevent him from carrying off
his supplies and equipment and vast stores of ;
artillery ammuhition accumulated for the advance to ‘

P s Y
General dqufﬁfiiyyﬁFﬁﬂ;iﬁﬁa;:‘ ﬂzf

commandery did not want the troops to wait for the

FAYAR; X R

bridges, wanted them to swim the Marne, if necessary.!

Jnodets - i ..um

(30) The Great (30)
Crusade, o ;
| p 120 The lesson of this pursuit lies, it is be-
i lieved, in overemphasis 6n speed in pushing the ;
3 N retreating columns and a heedless disregard throughqut j
| the chain of command for the technical and tactical
difficulties attendant upon such speed. It can be ‘
safely stated that a vigorous ‘pursuit, like any other
zk@ﬁ#n;;;;h“;ﬁ;; 'M%;mqgmbat operation meets with complete suocese only
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g mb Iuhb AELATING TO IHE QFEZRATIONS
N, COMFANY X ?@th INFANTRY
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during
1)

(2)

(5)

(4)

&, The 3d
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1, The orgaﬁization of the rifle platoon

the World War:

Regembled the present organization
of the rifle platoon.

Provided for subdivieions
according to armament.

Frovided for subdivisions
according to tactical emplayment.
For .the purpose of meeting every
situation in battle was superior

to our present organization. Answer:

Battalion, 38th Infantry:

Arrived in Mezy on time.
Arrived in Mezy too late.
Arrived in Mezy too soon.
Having arrived in Mdezy too
soon, withdrew to the fields

swrrounding thetown—until .
the bridge was completed.

3. Company F, 6th Engineers, constructed
the bridge at liezy:

(2}

(3)

mﬂ. ditie miw‘fw -234&'-.‘&1 WF"&*‘?&.’." o
4 - . 1

Under cover of a bridgehead.
Under cover of a few sguade on
the north bank of the larne.
Without protection from any

&Qq@”mW\\ RS . PN n R ST R L L I
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ompany I, 38th Infantry, from

, SQuth b,a,nk of river. Answer

4, The 34 Battalion, 38th Infantry, advanced
from rendazvoua on Hill 210,
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o i - At Cross Roads 324, Coupany Ki

(1) ..Attacked -the opposing element
of the German Tearfzuard,
2 Adopted deployed defense.
3) Moved around the resistance. 7
- 4) Withdrew. | Answers (4) :
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